A trap-nesting program in northern Spain undertaken in cooperation with Dr. Enrique Asensio (Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Agrarias, Valladolid) over the past few years has resulted in numerous nests of megachilids. One of these represents a new species of Protosmia Ducke. It is described here in order to make the name available for the description of its nesting biology, and is named in honor of Dr. Asensio, in recognition of his considerable help in this trap-nesting study.
Psyche [Vol. 94 Head as long as broad; interocellar distance less than ocellocular distance, slightly greater than ocelloccipital distance; length of median flagellomeres one and one-half times width, clypeus slightly convex in profile, margin crenulate; mandible bidentate, upper tooth slightly acute; labrum slightly convex on apical margin, surface impunctate medially, sparsely haired; mouthparts in repose reaching past base of forelegs; scutellum slightly convex; metanotum oblique in profile; basal area of propodeum sloping, with fine longitudinal carinules; forebasitarsus linear, without acute apical angle; foretarsomere II not greatly expanded, longer than wide; tergum VI basolaterally with long, narrow, poorly sclerotized lobe hidden in normal view, apical margin with slight median lobe, lateral corner rounded; tergum VI hidden; sternum I with margin roundly convex (Fig. 1) , surface under margin covered with dense, velvety pubescence; sternum II depressed medially, covered with dense, velvety pubescence where normally covered by sternum I, apical margin of sternum II narrowly, shallowly incurved laterally, widely, shallowly incurved medially, margin with long fringe of medially-directed hair; sternum II depressed, laterally bordered by narrow hyaline flange, apical margin narrowly hyaline with long fringe of medially curving hair interior to shallow lateral notch; disk of sternum IV sparsely pubescent, margin broadly convex with sharp lateral notch, submedially with small tuft of hair directed obliquely toward middle; sternum V as in Fig. 2 ; sternum VI as in Fig. 3 ; sternum VIII rounded apically; genitalia as in Fig. 4 (Tkalcu 1977) ; P. decipiens (Benoist) , previously placed in Heriades (Eutrypetes) (Popov 1955) and known only in the female; P. limbata (Benoist) , included by Mavromoustakis (1955) in Chelostoma and also known only from the female; and P. pulex (Benoist) , known only in the male. (These are all new combinations based on a study of the types by T. Griswold.) Strand (1921) (Benoist 1928) . On these grounds, it is here placed in synonymy with P. minutula.
Males of P. asensioi can be readily distinguished from P. minutula by the shorter antennal flagellomeres and by the less pronounced median lobe of tergum VI and from P. pulex by the dark tegula, the absence of wide translucent apical borders on the terga, and the lack of a shallow medioapical emargination on sternum I. Females of P. asensioi can be distinguished from other Protosmia by the following combination of characters: the convex clypeus, the structure of the mandibular carinae, the apical position of the labral hair tuft, the absence of modified hairs on the mouthparts, the oblique metanotum with medially dense pubescence, the distribution of apical fasciae on the terga, the absence of translucent margins on the terga, and the lack of a strong transverse carina on sternum I.
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SUMMARY
A new species of Protosmia Ducke reared from trap-nest stems in Spain, P. asensioL is described. It is compared with P. minutula (Perez), (-Osmia cataniae Strand, new synonymy), P. decipiens (Benoist) , P. limbata (Benoist) , and P. pulex (Benoist) , all new combinations. This group of closely related species is distinguished from typical Protosmia.
